
 

 

What is a Wetland? 

A wetland is defined in the National Water 

Act (Act 36 of 1998) as the land which is 

transitional between terrestrial and aquatic 

systems where the water table is usually at 

or near the surface, or the land is periodically 

covered with shallow water, and which land 

in normal circumstances supports or would 

support vegetation typically adapted to life 

in saturated soil. 

Wetlands are ecosystems that contain 

quantities of water, usually providing a 

home for special vegetation communities 

and a wide variety of wildlife that depend on 

them for survival. Some wetlands flood 

throughout the year, but others flood only 

during the wettest seasons. 

  

What is the theme for 2022? 

The theme for the 2022 edition is “Wetlands Action for People and Nature,” 

and it highlights the importance of actions that ensure that wetlands are 

conserved and sustainably used. It’s an appeal to invest financial, human and 

political capital to save the world’s wetlands from disappearing and to restore 

those we have degraded.  

Value wetlands for the multiple benefits and nature-based solutions they 
provide for human well-being and a healthy planet. 

Threats to Wetlands include the following: 

o Invasive alien plants 

o Erosion 

o Developments within and around wetlands 

o Draining of wetlands 

o Pollution and excess nutrients 

o Burning of wetlands 

o Mining 

 

Manage wetlands wisely and use them sustainably so we can conserve them 
and maintain the health of these critically important ecosystems. 

Restore lost and degraded wetlands to revive the rich biodiversity and life 
found in these life-sustaining ecosystems. 


